iDENTITY: i am NEW
Welcome to Week 1 in our new iDENTITY series

Who are you? Turn to the person next to you and ask them: Who are you? 

Who are you? is a question about identity. 

What is identity? The qualities that make us definable or recognisable. 
Where do we get it? Media, Clothing, Friends, Humanity, Birth Place, Parents, Name.
iDENTITY: i am NEW
Why do we need a new identity? 
It got messed up! When Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the tree in the garden of Eden his identity was messed up. The spotless son and daughter of the most high God aligned themselves with the evil one – they shifted their allegiance from God to Satan – and suddenly felt ashamed, naked and fearful so they went and hid themselves from God and from each other (by covering themselves with fig leaves). 
What’s wrong with it?

Selfish

Proud

Angry

Inferiority

Revenge

Shame

But there is hope… 

Video: He Is My Identity. You can download this video from: http://www.ymresourcer.com/Share/He_Is_My_Identity.mov

Key Verse: If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 5:17)
if anyone is IN CHRIST he is a new creation – anyone who has a relationship with Jesus has a brand new identity. 
If anyone is in Christ…the Old is Gone: Selfishness, Pride, Rage, Inferiority, Revenge and Shame 

If anyone is in Christ…THE NEW IS COME! 
1. New Birth - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)
2. New Life - We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. (Romans 6:4)
3. New Way – But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code. (Romans 7:6) 

4. New Self - Put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:24)

The New Self is…Selfless
The New Self is…Humble
The New Self is…Peaceful

The New Self is…Forgiving

The New Self is…Confident

So, who are you? All this newness has created a brand new identity for the person who believes in Jesus Christ: 

1. I Am God-like: God lives in those who declare that Jesus is the Son of God, and they live in God. (1 John 4:15). God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, lives in me - I am his representative – I want to reflect him well. 

2. Christ-Follower: Jesus left us an example so that we could follow in his footsteps. (1 Peter 2:21) . My life is devoted to copying the example that Jesus left me to follow. 
3. Spirit-Filled: I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength. (Acts 2:17) –– God’s Spirit who lives in me is the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead – I am do anything He wants me to power has given me everything I need for life and godliness. 
4. Miracle-Worker: All who have faith in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these. (John 14:12) – Jesus said we would do greater works that He did! The Greek word is used 45 times in the New Testament and is always used to describe “quality” and not quantity. Jesus wants us to go beyond the high-water mark that he left behind. 

5. Kingdom-Bringer: Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10) – God wants us to pray this prayer because it is His heart to fulfill it. We are on earth to bring God’s kingdom to earth – to make what is common in heaven a reality down here on earth. Our next series will explore how we can make this a reality. 

Discuss: Turn to the person next to you and ask them to answer this question: Who Are You? 
Living it: Maybe you are wondering whether you are actually a Christian – maybe you feel more like the old than the new even though you love and follow Jesus. So what’s up? What can you do? 

1. Accept Who You Are: You are a new creation - don’t settle for second best! Make it your goal to become what Christ has created you to be. You are holy – now live a holy life. 

2. Starve the Old Man: You can keep feeding the old man that used to run your life before Christ came into your life or you can decide to starve him to death. Don’t feed him by reading, watching or listening to dodgy stuff, or by hanging out with people who disrespect his name all the time. 

3. Feed the Spirit Man: Just like you can starve the old man to death you can feed your new man and grow to spiritual maturity. Read, watch and listen to stuff that will build you up. 

4. Hang With Newbies: Spend as much time as possible with other Christ-followers who are living their new identity. Attend every youth event that happens at church; create friendships and meet up ourside of youth events – use every form of social networking media to stay in touch and encourage each other to live your God-given identity. 

Reflect: What one thing will you do this week to work on your new identity 

iDENTITY: i am NEW
Join us next week for part 2 in our iDENTITY series - i am WARRIOR 
