I am Warrior Notes

We are back today with the second part of our series on Identity. Last week we covered I am new…and today we are going onto the next sermon in this series. We are about to reboot our identity… 

So have a look at a little video clip that we have for you (guys doing crazy stunts). So there are some crazy things that these guys get up to…have you ever asked yourself why do people do this? My suggestion is that it is to show courage, overcoming the odds, being victorious…

So turn to the person next to you and answer this question… What is the most courageous thing you have ever done?

When I was young I did some crazy stuff to try and show off our courage. We would run naked to the public diving centre and jump off  the10 meter diving board at night and then come home.  We would go white water rafting and get sucked down into whirlpools and almost dumped onto rocks which could have broken our backs and then chopper lifted out. We also went bridge swinging at the Gouritz bridge and did an 80meter bridge swing in tandem with a friend. My friends at the bottom said that when I jumped I let out this yelp-like scream.  I came back down for another trip with a girlfriend at that time and also did a tandem jump with her. I was a sucker for punishment.

These were some of the crazy things we did to get stories of adventure, to show courage in the face of danger… 

So what’s this thing with showing our courage?

There is a story about a guy in the US named Larry Walters who was sitting in his back yard one day and was bored. He started thinking about what he could do with his day and then he came up with a plan. He went to the weather station and bought some of those big weather balloons with he strung up and tied to his outside chair. He then sat on the chair with a pellet gun and a six pack of beer. He then cut the ropes loose and floated up into the air. The way that he figured it , he was going to float up to about 10 meters into the  air. Instead he went up to 1 000 meters up into air space. There were several reports that came through to the air tower control form airplane captains all starting with “ You ain’t gonna believe this but…” they eventually managed to get him to come down and he then hit an electric wire on the way down and had the neighbourhood lights go out. The police came and arrested him and asked him why he was doing what he did, do you know what his response was?... “Well a man can’t just sit around!”

We want to show courage, we want to overcome the odds…we want to win at the game of life…but there is affine line between stupidity and courage. 

To demonstrate this, I want you to turn to the person next to you and do a thumb war. Hold each other’s hands by the fingers and then try and trap your opponents thumb with your thumb.

Do you see how competitive people get with such a simple thing? 

We all want to be winners, not losers of any battle no matter how small it might be…none of us wants to walk around with a big L for loser on our foreheads. 

We are so competitive because inside of each of us, wired in, God made us to be warriors and the reason is because there is a war to win, a spiritual battle that is raging around us…

Today we are talking about I am warrior with a little help from Heavenly Sword…

You might say “what war?? there is no war”, but the truth is there is a spiritual war for our minds and souls that is raging around us...

Ephesians 6:  says for our struggle is not against flesh and blood but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

You see in the beginning the devil rebelled against God and he was defeated and thrown out of heaven to earth where he roams around waiting to destroy us. Jesus has won the battle against the devil but the devil is still here and he uses deception to try and get us to go against God. 

The serpent tricked Adam and Eve by sowing doubt about God’s goodness into their hearts. And that is what he does today, he sows doubt and lies into ours.

And when we live by these lies bad things happen in the physical…wars, abortion , rape, teenage pregnancy , drug abuse and much more…little wonder the world is a mess…

There are many weapons and thoughts that the devil has formed against us and they come at us everyday in many seductive ways…the war is not physical it is for the minds of people, to capture the thoughts which become the words which become the actions , the habits and the character of the person… 

And one of the biggest ways is through music and the media…catchy tunes and movies that have deceptive lyrics and thoughts…

With these ideas coming against us, that adventurous spirit that we have can eventually go the wrong way into sinning with things like drinking, partying, sleeping around and drugs like it did with me. 

I believed the lie that drinking hard, partying hard and sleeping around was courageous, proving my manhood.. 

The thing that we would do for war stories was to drink and get drunk and tell the stories back at school on Monday ,be part of the cool crowd. I even ended up doing drugs once I had left school for the same reasons when I was in advertising. I was taking ecstacy, cocaine and acid and smoking and drinking to the extent that a doctor once told me that I was alcoholic. 

We would get wasted on the weekends , go to trance parties in the bush, fall off tha back of cars, walk through ponds of water whilst drunk and just do stupid things to come back and tell stories of our ‘courageous’ acts on Monday …we thought we were living the rock star life…but the sin was killing us…I was losing the war and I didn’t even know there was one…I didn’t know the truth that there is an enemy who hates us prowling around like a hungry lion waiting to destroy us.

I ended up having an abortion, having mental issues and almost even committing suicide. The devil almost wiped me out…

And so I come to you today to say that there is a war and I am pleading with you to realise it sooner rather than later…

It is all around us…

...Babies die because they are aborted

…Girls become anorexic because they think they are ugly

…Kids in schools run around with samurai swords because they think violence is the solution . 

…People die in car accidents because of drinking and driving.

…People die from HIV AIDS because they think that sleeping with someone besides you spouse is OK.

The war is all around us…

But I want to show you some people who have fought the good fight and listened to God instead of the devil…and made a difference in the world by their displays of courage. 

Kabelo Mabalane known by his stage name as Kabelo or Bouga Luv is a South African kwaito musician, songwriter and actor. He was a member of the kwaito trio TKZee. He has open shows for American world famous musicians such as Jay-Z, 50 Cent, Ja Rule and Rihanna Kabelo co-owns , a South African independent music company called Groove Love.  Kabelo won the 2004 Kora Award for Best Southern Africa Male Artist. He is now a pastor at Rhema, and is preaching the gospel wherever he goes in the industry full of satanic influence strongholds. He stands a good chance of losing out on many contracts and deals because of his new affiliation with Christianity…

And this lady here, her name is Ryley Olivier. She is a cinematographer from our church who got a degree at AFDA and was offered a chance of making their student movie called Pinky Pinky, a horror movie for Hollywood. She declined but not only did she do that , she also decided to give up her flat and everything that she owned here in Jozi and head off to go on a ship called the Mercy Ships that goes up and down the coast of Africa helping heal people by doing cheap or free operations in people with cleft lips, massive growths hanging off their faces.  This is one of the woman with a huge growth growing out of her face that was healed with a simple procedure. Ryley has filmed and compiled a documentary whilst she was there, telling about some of the amazing work and stories of what is being done on board the ship. She is hoping to get SABC or MNET to buy the doccie and televise it. She is changing the world in a big way. She has the courage to fight the good fight. 

Gideon was a feeble Israelite who God called a  mighty man of valour. He lead 300 men to destroy the millions of Medes and Persians that were there waiting to destroy them…He showed a great amount of courage in doing what God had called him to do. 

Jesus casts the demons into the swine - In Matthew 8:28  we hear about the possessed men who were in an area called the Gaderenes. They were so fierce as they were possessed by a legion of demons that made them really dangerous. People were too scared to go past here. When the men saw Jesus the demons begged for Jesus to cast hem into a swine of pigs. He did so and the swine rushed into the water and drowned. Jesus did spiritual warfare against the demons casting them out of the men. He had no fear because He knew He had authority over them.  He did spiritual warfare and set the two captive men free. 

Stephen was filled with Holy Spirit. When he told a town of people that they had crucified Jesus, they dragged him outside the city and stoned him to death. Just before he died , he called out to God saying, “Please forgive them for they do not know what they are doing!” He then died. This was the first time that a human being had said the same thing that Jesus said when He died. It released so much spiritual power that some have said that Saul who was watching his death was released into his anointing as Paul by this act. 

These were all people that were in the battle forcefully advancing the kingdom of God, winning the hearts of the people and saving their souls for eternity. 

There were certain principles that we can take with us which I call the Warrior’s Cod on how to do battle, things that you can take with you in your everyday interactions with people. 

We have a Warrior Code that we can fight by. Here are 5 points that make up the word SWORD because this is the Heavenly Sword:

S is for Stand with others

W is for War for the weak

O is for Operate with courage

R is for Reload your weapons 

D is for Defeat the sin (love the sinner)

‘S’ is for Stand with Others

The Bible says in Luke 10:1-2: “After this the Lord appointed 72 and sent them two by two. Proverbs also says that one can set a thousand to flight, two can set ten thousand to flight so we see that it is much better to battle together.  Being James Bond or Lone Ranger or the Transporter that goes and kicks everyone’s butts doesn’t work. Gideon fought with the 300.Jesus had the 12. David fought with his mighty men.  We need to fight on a team although there are times when we may need to stand alone, like David and Goliath but mostly it is on a team.  When you are at a party on your own it is much harder to resist the temptation to drink and smoke etc but when you are together it is easier to even influence others for good.

‘W’ is for War for the Weak

Isaiah 58:10 says: “Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.” We need to stand up for people who are defenseless, people being bullied, orphans who do not have parents to protect them, the poor and the weak. 

‘O’ is for Operate with Courage

2 Timothy 1:7 says that God does not give us a spirit of fear but of sound mind power and strength. We need to have no fear whether we are standing up to a bully on the playground or against an idea that abortion is OK for 16 year olds, we need to stand fearlessly knowing that God will defend us as long as we are standing on His truth . 

‘R’ is for Reload your Weapons. 

We need to load up on our weapons and armour daily. 1 Corinthians 12:7 lists the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, the weapons we learnt about in the supernatural series are:

- Praying in tongues is the gateway weapon

- Healing the sick release the power to grow faith

- Raising the Dead

- Prophesying

- Words of wisdom / knowledge

- Miracles

- Discerning of spirits 

In Ephesians 6 Paul speaks about the armour of God:

- Helmet of salvation, this is the reassurance on our minds that we are saved, the firm belief that we have an eternity in heaven

- Breastplate of righteousness: these are out good deeds the righteousness that we walk in 

- Belt of truth: this is the truth that holds our armour together

- Sword of the spirit/word: this is the word of God that destroys the lies and deception of the enemy , we need to use our tongue to speak truth against the lies and take every thought captive, making it obedient to Christ. 

- Shield of faith: This is our shield which is built up by the word, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  

- Shoes of the readiness to preach the gospel: This is the willingness to run to the opportunity to spread the gospel wherever possible.

Armour of God video
‘D’ is for Defeat the Sin (Love the Sinner)

Matthew 5:43 says: “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’[r] and hate your enemy. But I say, love your enemies![s] Pray for those who persecute you! …If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that?”

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 says: “We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do. We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments….. We capture their rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ.”

We need to love or enemies, be as gentle as doves but as sly as serpents in bringing the gospel to them, loving the people and setting them free from a prison of sin by speaking truth. 

So one last time let’s review the 5 points of the Warrior Code

S is for Stand with others

W is for War for the weak

O is for Operate with courage

R is for Reload your weapons 

D is for Defeat the sin (love the sinner)

We find our marching orders in Matthew 10:
5 -8 Jesus sent his twelve disciples out with this charge: "Don't begin by traveling to some far-off place to convert unbelievers. And don't try to be dramatic by tackling some public enemy. Go to the lost, confused people right in your neighborhood. Tell them that the kingdom is here. Bring health to the sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been treated generously, so live generously. 
9 -10 "Don't think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign before you start. You don't need a lot of equipment. You are the equipment. 

16 "Stay alert. This is hazardous work I'm assigning you. You're going to be like sheep running through a wolf pack, so don't call attention to yourselves. Be as cunning as a snake, inoffensive as a dove. 

17 -20 "Don't be naive. Some people will question your motives, others will try to ruin your reputation just because you believe in me. Don't be upset when they criticise you in front of your friends - they are actually doing you a favour by giving you a chance to preach the good news of the kingdom! And don't worry about what you'll say or how you'll say it. The right words will be there; the Holy Spirit will give you the words to speak. 

21 -23 "When people realize it is the living God you are presenting and not some philosophy that makes them feel good, they are going to turn on you, even people in your own family. But don't quit. Don't cave in. It is all well worth it in the end. It is not success you are after in such times but survival. Be survivors! Before you've run out of options, the Son of Man will win the battle for you.

