i am PRIEST
Rewind: So far in our series on identity we had explored how we are: 

i am NEW – in week 1 we explored that we are NEW.
Key Verse: If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 5:17)
1. I Am God-like 

2. I am Christ-Follower 
3. I am Spirit-Filled 
4. I am Miracle-Worker 
5. I am Kingdom-Bringer 

Last week we saw that we are WARRIOR! 

We used an acronym (S.W.O.R.D.) to understand what being a warrior is all about:

S is for Stand with others 
W is for War for the weak 
O is for Operate with courage 
R is for Reload your weapons 
D is for Defeat the Sin (love the sinner) 
Today we will learn that we are PRIESTS.

When you think of the word, Priest, what comes to mind? Share your thoughts with the person next to you. 

Here is what I think of…

1. Someone who leads a funeral? 

2. Someone who leads mass in a Catholic church? 

3. Someone who carrys a cross

4. Someone who prays a blessing on people?

Did you know that the bible says that we are priests? 

Scripture: You are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy people, God's instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-and-day difference he made for you - from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted. (1Peter 2:9-10) 

Scripture: Jesus loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father forever. (Revelation 1:6)

How do we become priests? 

Look at Bible verse again: Jesus loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father forever. (Revelation 1:6). It is through the love of Jesus and his blood (his death on the cross that set us free from our sins). 

The Old Testament Priest

God told Moses to build a tabernacle wherever the people of Israel would set up camp – it was like a mobile church that moved with the people as they made the journey from Egypt to the Promised land. 

He moved forward to the bronze basin where he would wash the blood off his hands and clothes. 

He would then enter the outer court light the candal, eat some of fresh bread on the table of shewbread, light some incence at the altar of incense. 

He would then make his way past the altar of incense through the thick curtain separating the outer court from the holy of holies. 

He then approached the mercy seat in the very presence of God. 

He sprinked blood on the lid of the ark (the mercy seat) and this would cover the sins that the people had committed. 

What Did a Priest Do?

1. They Worship – the primary calling of a priest was to set themselves apart – to devote themselves to spending time in the presence of God. 

2. They Intercede – they pray for the needs of people around them – they bring people to God in prayer.

3. They Serve – the Old Testament priests offered blood sacrifices – we serve God by helping other people enter the kingdom and grow to spiritual maturity and we do Good to show the love of God to people.

We are priests so we must… 

1. Worship – We must spent time loving God in praise and worship.
2. Intercede – We must pray for people around us who have needs. 

3. Serve God – We must serve people around us so they experience the love of God
Are you Ready to be a Priest?

1. Let’s Worship God

The worship band is going to come and lead us in worship. 

2. Let’s Intercede for People

Let’s pray for the needs of people around us – we can bring people to God in prayer as we pray for them. 

I want you to think of someone you know who has a need and who needs prayer. Write their name on a piece of paper. Write a prayer that God would meet them in their hour of need and heal them or help them in any way they need help. Place the paper with the writing facing upwards and we will ask God to come and read them and answer the prayers. 

3. Let’s Serve God – here are some ways you you can serve God this week… 

* Do a Good Deed for Someone – something unexpected to show them that God loves them.
* Tell Someone About Jesus – share your testimony with someone and tell them how they can be saved.
* Help Someone Grow in Jesus – you can use our Encounter book to help someone grow.
* Serve at igniteYOUTH – volunteer for one of the ministries in igniteYOUTH where you can be of assistance – there are sign up sheets around the room – go and put your name on one of the lists. Here are the opportunities you must consider: Welcome, Offering message, Newcomers, Announcements, Band singer, Band musician, Sound, PowerPoint, Refreshments, Clean up squad, Light dude. 

Today we learnt that we are PRIEST… 

Next week we will learn that we are FRIEND. 

