i am FRIEND
We’ve been doing the Identity Series for the past 3 weeks now and today is the final the part of it. Guys, it’s important for you to know who you are in God. Identity is important. You need to know who you are. You have to walk in your identity before you walk into your destiny. And it’s only God who knows why on earth you are here. You don’t know even know why you’re here. You think you know. But look at what the bible says in 1 Corinthians 2:9: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him”

That means that whatever God has prepared for us to do, whatever God created us for, whatever it is… It’s huge. No eye has seen it. No ear has heard it. No mind has ever thought about it. It’s huge. 
Look at Ephesians 3:20-21: 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Everybody say “immeasurably more!” God is able to give you more than what you can think or imagine. Do you know what that means? It means your wildest, craziest, most impossible dream is not big enough for God. One of the reason’s you need to know your identity in God is so that you can start having God sized dreams. It’s only when you know your identity in God that you begin to see not only how big God is, but how big God is in you.

Let’s rewind.
We know that God has made us new. In Him, we are new creations bought and paid for by the blood of Jesus. The old is gone and the new has come. We think different. We see things differently. We are a part of the kingdom of God now and we have the love and the power of Christ living in us. 
We need to put on the new self created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. That’s Ephesians 4:24.

We know we are warriors in God. We’re not passively watching and accepting everything. We fight the fights that God wants us to fight. 
We stand together. We war for the weak. We operate and move with courage. We reload our weapons that God gives us. And we go after defeat sin and love the sinner. At school, at church, in the malls, at the parties… Wherever we find ourselves, we do not let darkness take over.

Last week, we learned that we are priests. God has made us priests. For some of us, it was like huh?  No. But we saw that God has called us to worship him. He wants us to intercede (how many remember what that means?) It means to pray for others. And we need to serve the people around us. You guys signed up for different things you can do here and its great seeing you do that.

I am NEW, I am WARRIOR, I am PRIEST and this week, I am FRIEND. One of the most powerful things in this world is the power of friendship. And that’s not even an exaggeration. Friends stick it out through thick and thin. Through the worst times and the best times of your life, a friend is there. That’s a powerful thing to have. 
Question: What makes a good friend?
Well you guys have said alot of things, but let’s see what the bible has to says.
John 15:3, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” Friendship is deep. I bet you in your thinking about friendship, none of you ever think about dying. Ha, ha. But would you? Would you put your life on the line for your friends? If it came down to you or them, would you give your life up? Whatever your definition, you may agree or disagree, but one thing we all know is that we are relational beings. 

God has made us relational beings. We are drawn to people. We like hanging out with people. We need people around us. He made us that way, check this out quick…

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And God said, “Let there be light," and there was light. God saw that the light was good, (notice, He saw it was good). Then God made some other stuff until it came time for the stars. 
And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." Genesis  1:18 says, “And God saw that it was good.” 
Genesis 1:20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures and let birds fly above the earth…” Genesis 1:21, says “And God saw that it was good.” 
Genesis 1:25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
So God was creating and commenting on His creation. He made and saw that it was good. He made and saw that it was God. Then God created man. Adam. God made him. He was there on his own and he had everything. God gave him a job. The first job ever created. Adam took care of the garden. He had food, he had shelter, he had a one on one relationship with God. He was sorted. But guess what God says in Genesis 2:18. 
The Lord God said, “It is not good for man to be alone…” God said it back then and we feel today. We are made to be with people. 

We can have everything that life offers, like Adam had in the beginning, but we need people. Don’t let your life be driven by a love of money. 
It’s not about chasing money. Life is not all about the things that money can buy. If you want a rich life, you need good people around you. You need good friends. 
You need to be a good friend. Pray.
1. Good friends know each other. We’re so good at showing off our best sides. We’re good at hiding our bad side. Real friends know each other… GOOD and BAD. Share your feelings. Share your fears, your hurts, your problems. If you’ve got a crush on someone, share it with a friend. Let them in. 
2. Good friends open up to each other.
There are a lot of uncomfortable things that I share with my friends, but it’s good for me because I don’t have to handle stuff alone. There are a lot of stuff that you are going through right now and you know what a lot of stuff that you are still going to go through later. When you’re in Varsity. When you’re working. When you’re married. When you have kids. When you are 95 and wee on yourself. It’s not gonna stop and you need people around to help you when you can’t help yourself.
The bible says, “If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!” And you don’t have friends just for the bad stuff. You have friends for the good stuff too. You dream with your friends. What do you want to do with your friends? What dream do you have? Dream now. Dream young. Dream together.
These guys had a dream (Beyonce and Kelly pic). You probably don’t know who I’m talking about. Let me help you. 
They had a dream to sing, to entertain. Two friends. What about these guys? 
One was a DJ, one was a rapper. 
They wanted to make it big in the hip hop world.
They won multiple awards. In fact, they won the first ever Grammy in the Rap category in 1988. Will Smith was a millionaire by the age of 21. Two friends. 
What about these guys? How many of you know Matt Damon and Ben Affleck? The story goes that these two were two friends, both actors and they were not getting work. Two down and out actors who had a dream together. They wrote a script just because they wanted to sell it and act in it. They were desperate. People came and helped them and the movie was a hit. They became famous. Moved on to do bigger and better movies. Their movie was nominated for best screenplay. This is the award ceremony.

3. Friends build each other up. They encourage one another. A friend will push you to be better versions of yourself. They support each other. Mark does that well. When he knows that I’m interested in something, he always sends me stuff to look at. I’ve got all my footage from So You Think You’re Funny because Mark recorded all of them on tape for me. He didn’t have to that. I know how to edit videos and build websites because he helped me discover it. Friends see each other’s gifts and they spur one another on. The bible says, 
You use steel to sharpen steel, and one friend sharpens another. 

Some of you have “friends” that are always making fun of you. You’ll be in a group and either you’ll do something or say something or wear something and your “friends” will make fun of you. You accept and think its just how things are, but the bible says 
That a friend loves at all times. All times. Ephesians 4:29 says, Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. In the original biblical meaning of that verse from the ancient Hebrew, that verse means, “If you have nothing nice to say, shut your lips.” Seriously, if you have friends that make fun of you and make people laugh at your expense, you can keep them, but they are not your friends. They are something else because a friend builds you up. A friend loves at all times. Friends inspire you. They say, “Come on! You can do it!” You wanna do what?! Ok, Lets do it!” 
4. Last thing, friends do life together. They experience life. They make memories. They do stuff. You guys need to spend time doing more fun stuff. I’ve been married for a year and a bit now and I still don’t know what women want, but one thing I do know is that you girls like to talk. 
So somebody organise a girl’s night in. Invite your girl friends and stay up all night. Get some friends together, ask your parents and go out to a party.
I know some people are like, “Whoooaaa” a party?! Yes, a party! Live a little. Jesus is not going to kill you because you did a booty hop. If you get out of line, you friends will be there to remind you who you are. A princess of God. That’s what friends do. My point is, do life together. 
Guys, you know how we do. Organise a Playstation stay awake and just play games all night. If you have an X-Box, Playstation, invite friends over for a stay awake, Invite me! I’m keen already. Do life together! Do stuff outside too. 
Start jogging. Join a gym with a buddy. Get fit. Join a soccer team.
Go paint balling. Whatever! The point is do stuff. 
The story of Jonathan and his armour bearer. 1 Samuel 14. You know what I love about that story. For me, its about a guy who knew his God, loved God and decided to live on the wild side for a change of pace. He got a mate and he just did threw all caution to the wind and he did something. I love that spirit. I love the spirit of let’s just do it! But also love the spirit of armour bearer. I’m with you. Heart and soul. Guys, take your friendships to the next level.  Get know each other more. Build each other up. Do life together.

Some of you need to be better friends. I know I have relationships where I need to be a better friend. But it starts with making a decision. 
1 Samuel 14

 1 One day Jonathan son of Saul said to the young man bearing his armor, "Come, let's go over to the Philistine outpost on the other side." But he did not tell his father. 2 Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree in Migron. With him were about six hundred men, 3 among whom was Ahijah, who was wearing an ephod. He was a son of Ichabod's brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD's priest in Shiloh. No one was aware that Jonathan had left. 4 On each side of the pass that Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine outpost was a cliff; one was called Bozez, and the other Seneh. 5 One cliff stood to the north toward Micmash, the other to the south toward Geba. 6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, "Come, let's go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few." 7 "Do all that you have in mind," his armor-bearer said. "Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul." 8 Jonathan said, "Come, then; we will cross over toward the men and let them see us. 9 If they say to us, 'Wait there until we come to you,' we will stay where we are and not go up to them. 10 But if they say, 'Come up to us,' we will climb up, because that will be our sign that the LORD has given them into our hands." 11 So both of them showed themselves to the Philistine outpost. "Look!" said the Philistines. "The Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they were hiding in." 12 The men of the outpost shouted to Jonathan and his armor-bearer, "Come up to us and we'll teach you a lesson." So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, "Climb up after me; the LORD has given them into the hand of Israel." 13 Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. The Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed behind him. 14 In that first attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre.
